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Preparing
your fireplace or
stove for the season
Just like more modern home heating systems, stoves and
fireplaces need to be maintained, and that maintenance
includes readying them before winter when they are used
more heavily. Ensuring a fireplace or stove is in good working
order helps to guarantee efficiency of use and safety during
the winter months.
Open-flame heating sources carry with them certain risks.
The National Fire Protection Association states that, between
2009-2013, American fire departments responded to 56,000
home structure fires that involved heating equipment. The
NFPA notes that the leading factor contributing to homeheating fires is a failure to keep things clean, principally from
solid-fueled heating equipment. The following are a handful of
ways to stay safe as you get ready for another cozy season
around the fire.

Prepare fireplaces, chimneys and heating stoves
for another season of regular use.

F

ireplaces and wood-burning stoves not only can be
beautiful focal points within a home, but they also
provide an additional source of heat and can be used to
keep rooms or entire homes comfortable without the need for
additional and potentially costly heating sources.

Start with the chimney. Begin by having your chimney
thoroughly cleaned and inspected. Creosote can build up
inside of the chimney. Creosote is highly flammable and
becomes more difficult and expensive to clean the longer
it builds up inside your flue lining. In addition, animals may
have created nest inside of the chimney since the last time
the fireplace was used. A professional chimney sweep should
be hired in this situation. He or she will be able to effectively
clean the chimney in a manner that is the least messy and
disruptive to residents.
Install or check smoke and carbon monoxide detectors.
Operational alarms are essential to preventing injury or death
resulting from smoke or carbon monoxide inhalation. Such
detectors are inexpensive safeguards that should be installed
on every floor of the house. Batteries should be replaced
every six months, and the alarms themselves should be
changed every five to 10 years.
Inspect the chimney from outdoors as well. Inspect the
mortar around any bricks in the chimney and surrounding
areas for cracks. If left unaddressed, these can cause
dangerous fires. If there are serious cracks, a professional
may need to make repairs or the chimney may need to be
replaced. You also can have the chimney capped with a

screen to keep animals and debris from entering.

Inspect the damper. A damper is a valve or plate that
stops or regulates the flow of air inside a chimney. It should
be checked prior to the first use of a stove or fireplace so
homeowners can be certain it opens and closes smoothly.

Clear out flammable items. Move flammable items away
from the front of a fireplace or stove. Be sure curtains or other
home furnishings are far enough away that they will not catch
fire from any errant sparks or flames.
Order wood now. Be sure there is plenty of wood for the
season. Ask a wood supplier to estimate just how much will
be needed, and double-check that the wood will arrive in time
for the start of the season.
By preparing for fireplace and wood stove use now,
homeowners can ensure their winters are comfortable and
safe.
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Paint your home’s
exterior like a pro
P

ainting is an inexpensive way to
transform just about any space. Many
people paint the interiors of their
homes, but home exteriors also can undergo
dramatic makeovers with fresh coats of
paint. Timing the job right and heeding some
tips from professionals and do-it-yourselfers
who have tread the painting path before you
can make the job go smoothly.
Consider the time of year
Consider local weather patterns and forecasts
when planning an exterior painting project.
Choose a time of year when there is little rain
and low humidity, such as autumn. Keep in mind
that the paint will require a couple of days to dry
completely and cure, and that can be difficult in
damp weather. Don’t hamper the final outcome
with poor timing.
Prepare the painting surfaces
Resist the temptation to start painting straight
away. Paint may not adhere to unprepared
surfaces, and dirt and other debris may
show through and mar the finished product.
Repainting a home’s exterior will likely involve
removing peeling or chipping paint prior to
making your first strokes. Wear protective gear

when scraping, sanding or brushing old paint,
as such tasks can generate dust that can be
dangerous to inhale, particularly if the old paint
contains lead.
Employ a chlorine bleach solution to kill any
mildew and to scrub any dirt from the house. In
addition, repair any cracks or imperfections. For
example, if you’re painting stucco, you may have
to fill in any pitting or holes. Use this opportunity
to inspect caulking around windows and doors.
Recaulk as needed to seal up drafty areas or
those that may cause water infiltration prior to
painting.
Try these painting techniques
Rent a paint sprayer for large surface areas. The
sprayer will produce a more uniform application
and is less time-consuming than painting
everything with a brush or roller. Make sure
you’ve chosen a high-quality paint, as the added
expense is worth it if the paint lasts longer and
coats more evenly. Also, if you have purchased
multiple cans of paint, mix them all in one large
bucket to ensure the same color; otherwise, the
colors may not match perfectly.
The experts at HGTV recommend working your
way from top to bottom in a smooth, controlled

Wayne Dawkins
Drapery & Upholstery Services

627 East Broad Avenue • Rockingham, NC 28379 • Call for an appointment • Phone: (910) 895-3222

00848453

Shop for window
treatments and
re-upholstery in the
comfort of your home.

manner, overlapping each stroke by eight
inches. Trim and hard-to-reach areas should be
left for brush work so you can maintain control
over your tools. If you are painting areas like
steps or staircases, consider adding a little finegrain sand to the paint to improve traction, as
paint can be slippery when wet. If painting your
home’s exterior is beyond your capabilities, hire
a professional. He or she will get the work done
in a timely manner, and you can rest assured
that the job will be done correctly.

Prime and cover stains
It may be a little extra work, but apply a quality
primer as the first coat to hide any imperfections,
such as wood knots or discoloration from
weathering. Primer provides a smooth, even
surface upon which to put your paint color. Once
you have applied the primer, test your paint color
in a small, inconspicuous spot to see how the
color looks in the daylight. You do not want to
paint the entire home only to find out you dislike
the color.

OPEN
EVERY
DAY

Sheets
Blankets
Comforters
Pillows
PURCHASE
Towels

15% OFF
EXPIRE 11/15/2016

3501 Lackey St. | Lumberton, NC | 910-671-4554
Store Hours: Mon-Sun: 9-6, Sun: 1-6
Check us out on facebook
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3 potential trouble signs for driveways

T

hough they are often easy to overlook, driveways are durable parts of a
home that can greatly impact a home’s curb appeal. Driveways endure
quite a bit of wear and tear over their lifespans, and homeowners who
have not given their driveways much thought may want to start looking for
potential trouble signs that indicate a need for some driveway maintenance.
According to the online home improvement resource HomeAdvisor.com, the
average cost of a driveway installation in 2015 was just under $3,700. Those
costs are influenced by a host of factors, including the size of the driveway
and the material it’s made of. Damaged driveways do not necessarily need
to be replaced, as some may just need minor repairs. But homeowners who
see any of the following trouble signs in their driveways may want to consult a
professional contractor to determine what their next steps should be.

1. Potholes

Potholes might be most often
associated with heavily trafficked
roadways, but even driveways
are susceptible to potholes. As
the ground beneath the driveway
expands and contracts, the
pavement above that ground
weakens and becomes more
susceptible to damage. That
damage may ultimately lead to
large chunks of the driveway
breaking down, creating holes
as a result. Homeowners who
live in areas that experience
heavy snowfall may see their
driveways develop potholes after
they are shoveled or plowed.
Potholes that are not fixed may
damage vehicles that drive on the
pavement, and potholes may
even expand over time.

Associated Realty of
Scotland County, Inc.

2. Accumulation of
water

3. Cracks

Potholes might be most often
associated with heavily trafficked
roadways, but even driveways
are susceptible to potholes. As
the ground beneath the driveway
expands and contracts, the
pavement above that ground
weakens and becomes more
susceptible to damage. That
damage may ultimately lead to
large chunks of the driveway
breaking down, creating holes
as a result. Homeowners who
live in areas that experience
heavy snowfall may see their
driveways develop potholes after
they are shoveled or plowed.
Potholes that are not fixed may
damage vehicles that drive on the
pavement, and potholes may even
expand over time.

Cracking is one of the more
noticeable issues that can plague
driveways. Many driveways
experience cracking as materials
inevitably succumb to the elements.
Driveway cracks may develop for
various reasons, including poor
initial installation. Tree roots that
grow beneath the driveway surface
may also contribute to cracking as
the driveways ultimately succumb
to the pressure created by the
growing roots. Some cracks may
prove less problematic than others,
but homeowners should still speak
with a contractor if they notice their
driveway is starting to succumb to
cracks.Driveways may not draw the
attention of homeowners too often,
but damaged driveways that go
ignored may ultimately lead to very
costly problems.

UpScaled ReSale
3561 Lackey Street | Lumberton, NC. 28360

Helen Locklear
Owner

717 SOUTH MAIN STREET, LAURINBURG, NC 28352

Office hours - Monday thru Friday 8:30-5:00
Contact our office at- 910-276-1200
www.associatedrealtyscotlandcounty.com

Three Experienced Agents | Licensed in North and South Carolina

11341 Bonnie Lane

907 Highland Drive

12140 McCormick Drive

4 Beds and 2 1/2 baths
$164,900

4 BR, 3 BA
$140,000

3 BR, 2BA
$119,900

Everything We Touch Turns to Sold

Starting Hours of operation
10:00am - 6:00pm
Thurs, Fri, Sat
1pm - 6pm Sunday

Phone: 1-910-674-4537
Fax: 1-910-674-4539
Email: UpScaledResale@gmail.com
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How to recognize
water damage
in a home

You don’t start with
the foundation.

home buyers pause and compel current
homeowners to seek professional assistance
as soon as possible.
Stains
Many prospective home buyers have been
disappointed by the sight of water stains
during an open house or home inspection.
Water stains tend to be on ceilings and/
or walls. Stains on ceilings tend to be
round, while wall stains are straight lines
down the wall that may or may not have
forced paint to peel. Water stains are not
necessarily indicative of a major problem, but
homeowners should have the stains examined
by a professional while potential buyers
should direct their home inspector’s attention
to the stains.

Plumbing problems may ultimately
result in costly
water damage.
Homes are potentially susceptible to a host
of problems. While unforeseen problems can
prove costly, homeowners who keep attentive
eyes on their homes can oftentimes discover
small problems before they escalate.
Water damage is a potentially costly problem
that can afflict any home. Old homes tend to
be most susceptible to water damage, and
that damage can manifest itself in various
ways. The following are some telltale signs of
water damage that should give prospective

You start with
the financing.

See DAMAGE | 6

Come and see us for all your Fall Supplies!

Coming Soon...
Cedar shavings and
Pine shavings

Pine Log Supply & General Store
2081 Pine Log Rd
Lumberton, NC 28360

910.736.7756

Picking the perfect spot to build
your dream home is important.
Which way does the sun come up
in the mornings? Where are the
best views? Where does the shade
fall in the afternoons?
Answering these questions starts
after you call us. We understand
the ins and outs of buying and
building and can help turn your
dreams into the lifestyle you’ve
always imagined.
Visit our website for more
information or to apply online.

• Fixed-rate construction-toperm financing
• Small or large tracts of land
• Home purchases or construction
• Home improvements
• Mortgage refinancing
• Barns, fences and outbuildings

Loans for land, homes & living.
910-652-5551
carolinafarmcredit.com
2186 US HWY 220 N
Ellerbe, NC 28338
NMLS
#410620

Ag, Home & L and L oans / Appraisals / Financial Planning
Crop & L ife Insurance / L e asing
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Address air leaks
to save energy
and money

R

ising energy costs coupled with the
continued adoption of eco-friendly
lifestyles are two factors driving
homeowners to seek ways to reduce energy
consumption in their homes. Reducing energy
consumption is reason enough for many
homeowners to make changes around the
house, but saving energy sometimes means
saving substantial amounts of money as well.
Energy-efficient appliances and eco-friendly
building materials can help homeowners
reduce energy consumption. But homeowners
looking for additional ways to cut cooling and
heating costs can address air leaks around
the house to make their homes more energy
efficient.
Identify air leaks around windows and
doorways. Autumn is a great time of year to
identify air leaks. Fall, and particularly late
fall, tends to be characterized by cold air that
makes it easy to detect air leaks. Feel for
leaks around windows and doorways, ideally
conducting such tests on cold, windy days
when you can quickly detect if air is flowing in
from the outside. Leaks around windows and
doors waste energy because the interior of the
home is either colder (in the winter) or warmer
(in the summer) than it needs to be, prompting
homeowners to turn up their thermostats or
rely more heavily on air conditioning units.
Look for leaks elsewhere around the
house. While windows and doorways are
where many leaks are found, leaks also may
be found around plumbing, electrical fixtures
and dryer vents. Inspect such areas by feeling
for drafts or looking for signs that insects and
critters might
be entering.
Look up and down. Evidence of air leaks
may be noticeable on both the floor and the
ceiling. Dirty spots on carpeting and the ceiling
may be indicative of air leaks at interior wall/
ceiling joints and wall/floor joists. Fixing such
leaks may be as simple as applying some
caulk.
Go with gaskets. The United States
Department of Energy recommends installing
foam gaskets behind outlet and switch
plates on walls. Outlets and switch boxes on
exterior walls provide another place for air to
leak into a home and drive up energy costs.
Properly installed gaskets can cut back on air
infiltration, providing an inexpensive way to
save energy and money.
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DAMAGE
From page 5
Deteriorating wood
Wood around windows or doors that is
deteriorating may indicate water problems.
The wood might be deteriorating because
water is infiltrating the wood during storms.
Baseboards and molding that is dilapidated
or beginning to deteriorate may also indicate
water damage.
Buckled drywall or wood
Drywall or wood that is buckled or beginning
to buckle is another potential indicator of
water damage. Drywall buckles when it gets
wet, and that is often a sign that there is a
leak behind the drywall. Severely buckled
drywall will feel as if it has ridges. Wood
also buckles when it is exposed to excess
moisture, and this can usually be felt when
walking on the wood barefoot or in socks

Odor
Sometimes water damage is best detected
by the smell test. Homeowners who notice
the smell of mold or mildew in rooms that
previously never emanated such odors
might have homes that are in the early
stages of water problems. The water
damage might be behind the walls, where
mold is beginning to form thanks to water
damage. Older homes tend to be musty,
but call in a professional if you notice that
mustiness if more pungent than usual.
Water damage is a potentially costly
problem, especially if it goes unnoticed for
months or even years. Homeowners and
prospective home buyers should be on the
lookout for signs of water damage before
problems escalate and require expensive
repairs.

Did You Know?
The arrival of cooler weather marks a prime time to plant
bulbs that will bloom come spring and summer. Bulbs should
be planted as soon as the ground is cool, ideally when
temperatures average between 40 and 50 F. Just be sure to
plant bulbs at least six weeks before the ground freezes for
optimal success. Always follow the bulb distributor’s guidelines

Air leaks around doorways can
waste energy and cost homeowners
substantial amounts of money.
Cover the kitchen exhaust fans when you
are not cooking. Kitchen exhaust fans can
help prevent fires and unfavorable indoor air
conditions when preparing meals at home. But
such fans provide opportunities for air to enter
a home, so make sure they are tightly
closed or covered when no one is cooking in
the kitchen.
Air leaks around a house can waste energy
and contribute to high energy bills, particularly
during the winter and summer when
temperatures outside tend to be at their most
extreme. Homeowners looking to reduce
their energy consumption and save money
can inspect various areas of their homes for
air leaks and immediately address any they
discover.

for planting, including suggestions regarding spacing and soil
depth. Remove any weeds and loosen the soil to get started. In
addition, think about mixing in compost or other organic matter
to enrich the soil if it lacks nutrients.

2278 E. Powersville Rd. Lumberton, N.C. 28358
Call Today for your shrubs, annuals, vegetable plants, mulches, perennials and more!

(910) 739-2235
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Closing
the pool for
another season

C

losing a pool at the end of the swimming season can be
bittersweet. Homeowners may be sad to bid adieu to
the lazy days of splashing and swimming, but ready to
embrace the cooler weather and the beauty of autumn. Before the
leaves begin to fall from the trees, pool owners must prepare to
close, or winterize, their pools.
Gather your supplies. Make a list of the supplies you need
to close the pool. Having everything on hand will make the
process far more efficient than trying to wing it. Closing a
pool can be a large job, so it pays to have some extra hands
available. Enlist some helpers who will be available to hand
you materials or to assist with placing the cover on the pool —
which can be challenging to do on your own.
Don’t wait until the last minute to purchase necessary
chemicals. The chemicals used throughout the season will
also be needed in the winterization process. Therefore, be
sure you have enough before pool supplies become difficult to
find in area stores. These include sanitizer, algaecide and pHbalancing chemicals.

Run the filter. Run the filter at least 24 hours before
disassembling the filter for the season. This will help circulate
any chemicals added through the water.
Drain the pool’s water to the appropriate level. Water
should fall just below the skimmer opening. Many pools do not
need to be completely drained for the winter.

Clean the entire pool area. Ensuring the pool water and the
surface of the pool is clean can make reopening the pool easy.
Vacuum the pool thoroughly, removing any debris and organic
matter that can contribute to algae growth. Don’t forget to brush
down the walls of the pool and clean the jets and area where
the filter skimmer meets the pool. Pool walls have plenty of
crevices where algae can hide and multiply.
Test the water. Leading pool products manufacturer
Hayward recommends adjusting the pH to between 7.2 and
7.8 to prevent stains, scaling and algae growth. Alkalinity
should be 80 to 125 ppm for plaster/gunite pools and 125
to 150 ppm for other pool types. Test the level of available
chlorine, and super-chlorinate the pool to maintain a
sanitation level of at least 4 ppm. Once the pool cover is
on, the amount of chlorine that escapes due to sunlight
and evaporation will decrease. An algaecide may be used,
if desired, as well. In very cold climates, a pool-water
antifreeze may be necessary. Check with your pool supply
retailer for more information.

Shut off the filter pump, heater and any other equipment.
Let all water drain out and allow equipment to dry before
storing them away. Follow the manufacturer’s directions for
lubrication and covering. Install freeze plugs if you choose to
use them.
Adjust electricity settings. Turn off the circuit to outdoor
outlets that feed the pool equipment, testing to make sure the
power is off.
Put accessories away. Remove any ladders, diving boards,
slides, external drain lines, and other recreational materials
from the pool, storing them in a garage or shed so they are not
subjected to potentially harsh winter weather.
Inflate air pillows to roughly 80 percent full if you will be
using them. Gather your helpers to attach the pool cover
or leaf catcher net. Secure it thoroughly with anchors, water
bags, wire fasteners, or whatever method is applicable for the
cover and pool type. Remember, a quality pool cover will last
for several years and keep leaves, dust and other unwanted
items out of the water.
Come early autumn, homeowners can begin closing their
pools to keep them secure and clean until the next swimming
season begins.

Back-to-Fall savInGs FOr the hOMe 0% FInancInG FOr 36-48 MOnths
G & M Outlet, Inc.
G & M Outlet, Inc. Offers:
•
•
•
•

Great prices on top brands!
The best selection of Appliances!
Friendly, helpful and knowledgeable salespeople!
Professional installation and service!
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pre-winter lawn
care pointers
W

inter weather can be harsh,
especially on lawns. Homeowners
who spend much of spring and
summer tending to their lawns may fear the
impact that winter will have on their once-lush
landscapes, making the fall a great time to
fortify lawns against any harsh conditions to
come.
Homeowners must take grass type into
consideration before taking steps to prepare
their lawns for the winter. Some grasses are
best fertilized in late-summer, while others
should be fertilized in autumn. Cool-season
grasses, including fescue and bluegrass, are
best fertilized sometime between the months
of September and November. Warm-season
grasses, such as Bermuda or zoysia, should
be fertilized between July and September.
Once homeowners have gained a greater
understanding of their lawns, they can begin
exploring the various ways to prepare their
lawns for whatever winter has in store.

2. Get rid of fallen leaves.

1. Explore winterizing fertilizers.

cold and damp may want to take steps to

Homeowners who want to make their grasses
more winter hardy can consult landscaping
professionals to determine if winterizing
fertilizers will work for their lawns. These
specially formulated fertilizers, many of
which are made exclusively for cool-season
grasses, contain higher levels of potassium
and lower levels of nitrogen than early-season
fertilizers. Potassium helps strengthen and
harden plants, and cool-season grasses may
need extra potassium as winter settles in.
Homeowners who are not sure if they should
apply winterizing fertilizer can conduct soil
tests to determine the potassium levels in their
soil. If the test indicates the soil has sufficient
potassium, then applying a winterizing fertilizer
is likely unnecessary. In addition, homeowners
who have fed their lawn a balance of nutrients
throughout spring and summer likely will not
need to apply winterizing fertilizer.

While fallen leaves may be integral
components of idyllic autumn landscapes,
leaves left on the lawn throughout the winter
may lead to disease in the grass. Leaves
trap moisture and block sunlight and air from
reaching grass, and that can encourage the
development of disease. In addition, leaves
can harbor insects that also may contribute
to disease. While it might seem like common
sense to delay leaf removal until the end of
autumn when all the leaves have fallen, that,
too, can prove harmful to lawns. Leaves left
laying on lawns for long periods of time can
contribute to the same types of damage as
leaves left on the lawn throughout winter, so
do your best to remove leaves as they fall.

3. Take steps to fight snow mold.
Homeowners who live in regions where snow
falls into spring or where spring tends to be
prevent snow mold. Gray snow mold typically
looks fuzzy and gray, and lawns infested with
snow mold may develop unsightly gray or
brown spots indicative of dead grass. Pink
snow mold may be even worse than gray
snow mold because pink mold attacks the
roots as well as the leaves. To prevent snow
mold, continue mowing into the fall, even as
lawns grow dormant, clearing the lawn of
grass clippings and leaves after each mow.
Thick lawns may provide a breeding ground
for snow mold, so homeowners whose lawns
have a history of developing snow mold may
benefit from mowing their lawns into the fall.
Winter is rarely easy on lawns, but
homeowners can take several steps to
prepare their lawns for potentially harsh winter
weather.
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Protect pipes
from freezing this
cold-weather season

pipes inside of cabinets. Keep the doors open
to spaces that may not be heated or insulated
as well as other areas of the home so that heat
can find its way inside. Consider wrapping these
pipes with an insulating material as well, such as
heat tape or pipe sleeves.

reezing pipes are a concern for
homeowners who live in cold climates.
When temperatures dip below freezing, the
risk that pipes will freeze rises. Should a pipe
burst, the damage that results can be extensive
and costly.
Any pipe can freeze, but those that are directly
exposed to the cold are the most vulnerable.
These include pipes that feed outdoor hoses,
swimming pool supply lines, pipes in unheated
indoor rooms (i.e., basements or garages), and
any pipes that run close to the outdoors through
uninsulated walls. Water expands as it freezes,
and that expansion can place pressure on
whatever is trying to contain it — including pipes.
To avoid serious damage, homeowners need to
prepare for the arrival of colder weather and be
smart about how they protect pipes.
Drain water from swimming pools and
water sprinkler supply lines prior to the
onset of cold weather. Drain water before
freezing temperatures arrive, and don’t forget
to drain outdoor garden hoses and store them
inside after watering season has come and gone.
Close indoor water valves that feed outdoor
spigots/bibs. Open the spigot outside to allow
water to drain out. Keep the outside valve open
so that any water that has accumulated will
continue to drain and expand outward without
damaging the pipe. An insulated bib dome also
can help prevent frozen pipes.
Open cabinet doors to allow heat to reach

Maintain a consistent thermostat
temperature. Ensure the temperature inside
your home does not drop below 55 F; otherwise,
problems can arise. Use a programmable
thermostat to keep the house comfortable even
when you are not home. Individuals who are
traveling should set the thermostat so that it will
keep the home at the recommended temperature
to avoid frozen pipes.
Open one faucet. When it is very cold outside,
particularly at night, let water slowly drip from one
faucet to prevent freezing. Choose the sink that
is furthest from where water enters the house so
water is flowing through all of the pipes to reach
that faucet.
Increase insulation around where pipes
enter the house. Use insulating foam to seal
any drafts where pipes enter the house from
the outdoors. Frozen pipes cannot always be
avoided. Therefore, it is important that everyone
in the household knows how to shut off the main
water valve in the event a pipe bursts. This can
prevent expensive damage to a home.
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2,999.95

$
Hand Held Blower 125B

15995

$

Award Winning 125B-Husqvarna leaf blower. Lightweight & well
balanced for your clean up needs.

Zero Turn Mower. 54” - 24hp Briggs &
Stratton

22hp Briggs & Stratton, Hydrostatic, cutting
width 46 in. Equipped with a range of
tow-able accessories & mulch kit.

Powerful & Reliable Blowers
and Lawn Mowers to handle
any size of job.

Hudson Radiator & Power Equipment www.husqvarna.com
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1,699.95
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Back Pack Blower 350BT

32995

$

Husqvarna 350BT lightweight
backpack leaf blower.

1110 S Poplar Street - Elizabethtown

862-3854
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The popularity
of the color white
White is a versatile color to use around the
home. It’s consistently a favorite among
designers for its crisp appeal.

Kitchen

W

hite is a versatile color in home decorating
and renovation. White helps any space look
effortlessly chic, blends well with just about any
color and can be incorporated into various design styles
— from modern to traditional.
While the color white is always trendy, the paint
manufacturers Benjamin Moore chose white (Simply
White OC-117) as their “it” color for 2016. White can
be used nearly anywhere inside and outside the home.
Improving interior and exterior spaces with white
elements is easier than you might think, and it instantly
can make anything look as good as new.

While rich cherrywood cabinets and deeply
hued granite countertops have long been
popular in kitchens, creamy white cabinets
paired with blonde wood countertops can
work together to make kitchens seem
open and airy. If all white is not your thing,
brighten up kitchen spaces with white
canisters, cookie jars and a fresh bouquet of
white flowers to add instant appeal.

Living Room

Use white as a base color for living room
spaces so you can build on it with other
hues on pillows and draperies, mixing and
matching however you see fit.
Homeowners who have children and/or pets
should look for furniture with removable
slipcovers. This way they’re easily removed
and laundered.

Bathroom

White bathrooms look fresh and are easy
to clean and maintain. White tiles provide
a classic look. Include colored bath mats,
towels and shower curtains to break up the
white as you see fit. A neutral white base
makes it easy to switch out color schemes
whenever you feel like it.

Bedroom

Feminine and fresh, white bedrooms may
not be the first choice for novice designers.
If the prospect of white on white seems too
sterile, offset deeper hues on bed linens
and walls with white furniture. This provides
some pop against the darker contrast.
Keep in mind that doing a bed up in all
white means it will always be easy to find
matching sheets and pillowcases, making
it possible to ensure everything looks
cohesive and crisp.

Outdoors

Use white paint on trims, shutters,

mailboxes, and more to provide that pop of

contrast against the rest of the home. White

complements just about every color, making
it a versatile choice on a home’s accents

regardless of the main exterior color of that
home.

White and other light shades will reflect
the sun as well, contributing to cooler

temperatures on walkways, decks and other
structures, which can be advantageous to
homeowners who live in warm climates.
Is it any wonder that white continues to
be a classic and popular color to use

around the home? Whether you do so with
monochromatic roomscapes or accent
pieces, you can incorporate white into
design plans throughout your home.
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Your guide to proper tree pruning
Pruning is a job that may be tackled by do-ityourselfers, but sometimes larger tasks are best
left to a professional tree trimming service.

T

rees may require pruning for a variety reasons. Storms
may have damaged branches, necessitating a pruning.
In other instances, trees may have outgrown their yards,
overpowering the landscape. Autumn and winter, when trees
largely go dormant and fallen leaves make it easier to see
the branches beneath, may be prime times to prune. Pruning
during the dormant period also minimizes sap loss and stress
to the tree, and can help cut down on the growth of fungi. In
addition, insects are less likely to be problematic during the
colder months of the year.

Trimming and pruning can be handled by do-it-yourselfers
if the branches are smaller and more manageable. Practice
on thinner branches before moving on to thicker ones, which
may require extra help. Branches may be heavy, and it takes
a guided hand to ensure the branches fall in a safe manner so
they do not cause damage or injury.
Branches also need to be trimmed properly to facilitate good
healing. Trees will form a callus bark covering over cuts to
keep out disease and decay, much as a scab forms over a
person’s wound. Damaging the bark on a tree while pruning
may interfere with that process, so do-it-yourselfers need to
take the time to prune correctly.
According to Danny Lipford, home improvement expert and
host of the radio program “Today’s Homeowner,” larger limbs
may require three cuts instead of one. The first cut is a small
notch in the bottom of the limb, around two to three feet from
the trunk and about one-quarter of the way through. This helps
prevent the bark from splitting. A relief cut is then made a few
inches away from the notch cut, and goes all the way through.

Before you switch on the lights, we’ve already put up the
poles, connected miles of wire and ﬂipped more than a few
switches of our own. All to make sure your life is always “on.”
Learn more about the power of your co-op membership at
TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

YOUR
ELECTRICITY
ISN’T SOMETHING
WE TAKE LIGHTLY.

This removes the weight of the branch so that the final cut can
be made without the branch splitting and falling. The final cut
is made right where the limb extrudes from the branch collar,
or the swollen bump that then forms into the tree limb. Follow
the slant of the branch collar when making the cut. Smaller or
thinner branches may not require the same three steps, but
every effort should be made to reduce injury to the tree.
When deciding how much to prune, less is usually more. All
pruning can put some level of stress on the tree and increase
its vulnerability to disease and insect infestation. A good rule
of thumb is to never prune more than 25 percent of the crown.
According to experts at TreeHelp.com, living branches should
comprise at least two-thirds the height of the tree. In some
instances, the rules may need to be bent if trees are interfering
with utility lines or to meet community laws. However, always
prune minimally to avoid damaging the tree.
The right tools also make the job safer and easier. Use a pole
pruner and lopper, rope saws, folding pruner, and a bucksaw.
A chainsaw can be used in some instances, especially when
pruning larger limbs. Always disinfect pruning tools after you’re
done to prevent the spread of disease to other trees.
Consider hiring a professional tree service if pruning proves
beyond your capabilities. Doing so is safe and often well worth
the investment.
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Your home’s equity can help make this the best year ever.
A First Bank Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC) lets you use your home’s value to improve where you live or how you live.
Easy access means your money gets to work faster, and the loan experts at First Bank can help you every step of the way.
To learn more, visit

LOCALFIRSTBANK.COM/HELOC

PEMBROKE 910-521-9776 | ST. PAULS 910-865-4113 | FAIRMONT 910-628-6311 | LUMBERTON 910-671-6691

Loans subject to credit approval.
Equal Housing Lender | Member FDIC

